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SECTION 1: PLAN SUMMARY 

■ ■ 

Tlie Town of Granby has managed, via its location and natural constraints to dense 

development, to retain its New England character during the over 300 years since its 

incorporation. It offers respite for professionals commuting to other areas daily as well 

as retirees looking for quiet sustenance. Simultaneously, Granby offers recreational 

opportunities unparalleled in many nearby towns; hiking on tlie Mt. Holyoke Range, 

fishing in Aldridge Lake and Forge Ponds, horse riding and training in the rolling hills 

behind the farmlands, and baseball, soccer and basketball for the growing youth in the 

community. Its many farm fields offer viable agriculture into the 21st century. 

However, there are many issues facing the Town of Granby in the 21st Century. The 

pressures of development have increased markedly, especially in the last few years. 

While tlie current built housing inventory is fairly constant, even those sales have 

increased by over 13% from 1990 to 2001 (see Community Development Plan, July 

2004). More significantly, land parcels sold for residential development have increased 

over 14% from 1990 to 2001. Granby residents and officials feel that the rural character 
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7. Consider Town wetland protection bylaw to expand regulatory authority 

8. Obtain information concerning potential alternative water supply sources 

9. Consider expansion of water and sewage disposal systems 

10. Strengthen town recreation committee and programs 

11. Improve public access for fishing on Forge Pond 

12. Create basketball courts in DuFresne Park 

13. Plant trees in Brown-Ellison Park 

14. Improve maintenance of area playgrounds, equestrian facilities and ball fields 

15. Consider linking town hiking and cross-country skiing trails to state park 

16. Provide hiking trail near Turkey Hill Brook 

17. Consider sidewalks or wider shoulders on Granby roads 

18. Consider securing a trail along Old Crank Road to connect stables on Taylor 

Street to Dufresne Park 

19. Create zoning overlay districts for agriculture 

20. Encourage local farmers to pursue the possibility of selling their development 

rights under Agricultural Preservation Restriction (APR) 

21. Promote town support for farmers wishing to take advantage of the APR 

program 

22. Use real estate transfer tax and roll-back taxes from Chapter 61,61A, and 61B to 

establish a conservation fund for purchase of development rights or 

agricultural/conservation restrictions 

23. Provide information for property owners to encourage them to maintain their 

land under Chapter 61A 

24. Consider Town participation in the Community Forestry Program 

25. Publicize existing farmstands with brochure, signage and festivals 

26. Begin an Agricultural Commission 

27. Improve signage and parking on existing town-owned land to increase public 

awareness 

28. Provide additional trails for passive recreation on existing town-owned land 

29. Consider brochure, festivals and signage to promote local farmstands 

30. Discuss the needs of youth and the elderly for programs, facilities and 

infrastructure 

31. Identify areas with severe limitations to development 

32. Improve and add to zoning bylaws to provide maximum restrictions on 

development proposed for areas with severe limitations, such as steep slopes and 

ridgelhies 

33. Consider preservation of open areas in all new commercial development 

. . 
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34. Identify ecologically sensitive areas such as bogs, vernal pools, greenway focus 
areas, etc. 

35. Use conservation incentives such as the Environmental Defense Safe Harbor 

Program to increase protection of identified sensitive areas on public and private 
property 

36. Create a Sensitive Natural Areas Overlay District to protect water quality, 

wildlife habitat, and other environmental resources 

37. Adopt an Environmental Impact Analysis requirement in the zoning bylaws 

38. Consider conflicts of off-road vehicles, hunters, permits and trash 

SECTION 2: INTRODUCTION 

A; Statement of Purpose 

The intent of this OSR? is to practice sensible planning and implementation of 

ideas for maintaining and improving quality of life in the Town of Granby. We are a 

small, suburbanizing community concerned about meeting residents' needs for open 

space and recreation and enhancing the quality of life for nature's residents of the land, 

as well as the human residents who are their stewards. We are also concerned about 

maintaining our community's competitive eligibility for State funds and so completion 

of this updated OSRP is important to us as we prepare our Commonwealth Capital 
score and consider applying for self-help funds. 

Granby prepared our first Master Plan in 1966 and our first OSRP in November 

of 1986. In 2001, the Open Space & Recreation Committee coordinated the efforts of the 

community to update the plan in accordance with State requirements to update OSRPs 

every five years. Due to the busy schedules of Town volunteers working on the update, 

it was never completed, but the updated goals are being acted upon by the Town. 
Successful projects include: 

• Improvement of access to Aldrich Lake and Forge Pond 

• Improvement of ballfield maintenance 

• Analysis of neighborhood needs 

• Handicapped access to Dufresne Park 

• Success of Agricultural Preservation Restrictions 

• Improvement of zoning protection for land unsuitable for development 

• Cluster development standards 



• Sewer service into the Five Corners intersection 

B: Planning Process and Public Participation 

This plan is the result of numerous previous planning processes, especially the 

work to update the 1986 OSRP and the work on Granby' Community Development 

(CD) plan just completed in June 2004. The Granby Planning Board worked with PVPC 

on the OSRP Update from October 2004 to March 2005 including a public forum we 

held in April 2005 specifically on this OSRP update. 

The CD plan process was driven by the results of a community-wide survey 

administered in March 2004. Because this survey was completed in the last ten months, 

we did not need to conduct a new community survey for this OSRP update. In addition 

to the community survey, the CD plan process also included a public forum on natural 

resource protection. The results of these meetings also informed the content of this plan. 

In June 2003, the Granby Planning Board hired PVPC to facilitate development of 

Granby's Community Development Plan. This plan was also based on the results of the 

community survey, which was mailed to all households in Granby in March of 2004. 

The survey questions covered a range of topics including open space protection, 

economic development, housing, and transportation. Of the 2325 surveys sent, 803 

(33%) were returned by the deadline date. An average return rate is from 15% to 25%, 

demonstrating the exceptional interest Granby residents have in Town issues, including 

open space and resource protection. Results are included in the Appendices. 

The Granby Planning Board and staff from Pioneer Valley Planning Commission 

worked together to update the Granby open space and recreation parcel inventory, as 

well as goals and action steps to ensure the goals are met. All Granby households were 

then sent a postcard inviting them to a public forum at the beginning of April. The 

forum was held to discuss the draft goals and actions for open space and recreation and 

share views of unique landscapes in Granby. Over 30 people attended this forum and 

the draft plan was edited to reflect the addition of their viewpoints. Several residents 

plan to volunteer on a committee to ensure that action steps are taken in this plan. 



SECTION 3: COMMUNITY SFTTTMf: 

View from Taylor Street 

A: Regional Context 

Granby is one of 43 communities in the Pioneer Valley region of western 

Massachusetts. It is a suburbanizing community of 6,361 people with a land area of 28.1 

square miles. Granby is located in Hampshire County at the southern portion of the 

Connecticut River valley in Massachusetts. Belchertown borders Granby to the east, 

South Hadley to the west, Amherst to the north, and Ludlow and Chicopee to the south. 

Granby has a traditional New England town center surrounded by historic 

homes, the Town Hall and the library, with fields, forests and residences spreading out 

from the center. This landscape has been shaped, tended and preserved by the town's 
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residents who have worked the land and acted as stewards of the businesses, fields, 

farms and forests for generations, 

Founded in 1768, Granby was once a part of neighboring South Hadley and still 

draws a small portion of public water from its neighbor. The town was originally a 

large agricultural community, with a substantial amount of acreage in dairy farming. A 

large section of the Mt. Holyoke mountain range lies in Granby, adding to its unique 

character; the remainder lies in South Hadley, Amherst, and Hadley. Today, while 

Granby maintains much of its traditional rural character, it is growing and gradually 

becoming a suburb of the neighboring cities of Chicopee, Holyoke, and Springfield. 

The University of Massachusetts in Amherst to the north and the business community 

of Springfield to the south draw the majority of commuters from Granby. 

Granby is a suburbanizing rural town of 6,132 on the outskirts of the Holyoke 

metropolitan area in west central Massachusetts. It is about 15 miles north of 

Springfield, 46 miles west of Worcester 

and 85 miles west of Boston. Settled 

around 1727, the town is dominated in 

the north by the Holyoke range of hills. 

Settlers developed farms and some 

limited industries, which made up the 

town's economic foundation. They grew 

grains, turnips, pumpkins and hops, and 

small distilleries were open by 

1812 using the surplus grain produced. 

Dairy farming, making buttons and palm 

leaf hats followed these in economic importance in the 19th century. One fascinating 

town landmark is a well-known milk bottle that houses a dairy bar. Granby retains its 

original meetinghouse green, a fine neoclassical library and a good stock of Greek 

revival houses (community profile from www.mass.gov., the official website of the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts). 

Granby has a fair amount of economic development, including automotive repair shops 

and used car lots and dealerships, restaurants, hair stylists, home-based building 

contractors, and landscape suppliers and design specialists. Many of the businesses in 

Granby are located on Route 202. The town does not have a Chamber of Commerce or a 

Sou 
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town website and future business plans might include opportunities to establish both 

these important business resources. Commercial parcels make up only 2.3% and 

industrial parcels less than 1% of the total land-use parcels. 

Summary of Key Economic Development Trends 

• The number of employers in Granby increased by 12.5% from 104 to 117 during 

the period 1996 to 2000. 

• The number of employees increased from 761 to 887 during this same time 

period, a 16.6% increase compared to an 8% increase for the region. 

• The average weekly wage increased 4.7% from $482. 93 to $505.75 in 2000, 

compared to a 4.9% increase in the region. However, the wage rate in 1996 and 

again in 2000 was lower than the regional average of $608.12. 

• Granby's services sector is projected to increase 130% by the year 2008. 

• Between 1991 and 2001,census data indicated two commercial parcels and one 

industrial parcel were lost either to other uses or disuse. Single-family residential 

parcels increased during this period and now represent 90% of all parcels in 

Granby. 

• Granby's work force population changed over the period 1990 to 2000. The 

largest residential cohort increase was the ages between 40 and 54. During this 

period children between the ages of 5 to 19 also increased indicating that the total 

number of families with school age children grew. Conversely, residents between 

tlie ages of 20 and 34 decreased substantially. 

• In 1990, the mean travel time to work was 21.1 minutes. By 2000, the travel time 

to work had decreased to 20.6 minutes. This is in contrast with the trend being 

experienced by the region where mean travel times to work increased by almost 

50%. 

• 89% of Granby residents completed high school, while the rest of tlie region had 

a completion rate of 82%. 

• Approximately 40% of Granby's households are considered to be middle-income 

households with incomes between $43,977 and $81,440 annually. 

• According to PVFC's Quabbin Subregional Housing plan, a total of 8,963 acres 

(75%) are potentially unconstrained to development. 

• Since 1983, the unemployment rates in Granby have generally mirrored those of 

the entire state. 

,-e-
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B; History of the community 

Granby developed as an offshoot of South Hadley in the 1670's. As the population of 

South Hadley grew, people moved to the outskirts of town. Eventually, a need for a 

second meetinghouse in the area arose and there was much disputing as to where the 

meeting house should be located. The residents in the outskirts, in what is now Granby, 

wanted the meetinghouse closer to them, whereas other residents wanted it closer to the 

center of South Hadley, The courts declared that the new meetinghouse would be built 

near the center of South Hadley. The residents in the outskirts chose to create their own 

town and, thus, their own meetinghouse, in what is now Granby. This new 

meetinghouse was built on the corner of West Street and Amherst Street where there is 

now a stone with a plaque commemorating it. 

Granby, the town "south of the mountain", became incorporated as a town on 

June 11,1768 with a population of approximately 475 residents. Granby was named by 

the Governor of Massachusetts Bay Colony for the Marquis de Granby of England, a 
hero in the Seven Years War. 

Granby has undergone many changes since its inception. While it basically 

started as a suburb, Granby evolved into thriving New England village in its own right. 

Thanks to the efforts of residents past and current, many of the original homes still 

remain. The Historical Society has made an effort to preserve many of the historical 

buildings in town. The Granby Historical District is located in the center of town, and 

contains the Town Hall, the Town Common, the Public Library, two churches and 

many colonial era homes. Tlae district provides a unique historical and cultural value to 

the town as preservation of these historical buildings enhances the rural aesthetics of 
the town center. 

Granby's population has three categories; the descendants of the founders, 

longtime residents who are not descendants but have made their mark on the town, and 

newcomers that either work at nearby Westover Air Reserve Base of at other 

professional sites, and all make their home in the thus-far quiet, bedroom community of 
Granby. 

A historical site that remained in Granby for many years was the Aldrich water 

wheel. The water wheel was built before electrical power was established, so two 

turbines inside the mill provided the power for its operation. Farmers used to come 
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from miles around, taking the daylong journey to have their corn, oats, barley and rye 
ground. Mr. Aldrich later had a new wheel built to commemorate the 100th year of his 

grandfather's settlement of the property. The water wheel remained as the largest over 

shot water wheel in the U.S. It often attracted many visitors and teachers with school 
children to admire the history that occurred here. 

Although the water wheel has long since been removed from the mill, the mill 

itself remains a historical structure. The beauty and nostalgia of this mill is an integral 
part of Granby history. 

To summarize, Granby developed from a suburb to a rural community and back 
into a suburb in the past 236 years. As recently as 1986, when Granby created our first 

OSRP, the people who prepared the plan described Granby as a small rural community. 
In the last eight years, suburbanization has taken hold. It is Granby's proximity to 
employment opportunities in nearby cities combined with the decline in new 

agricultural ventures that seems to be driving the suburbanization process. Planners 

believe that the current population growth trend has slowed because of the down-sizing 
of Westover Air Force Base to a Reserve facility, construction constraints on new homes 
because of lack of sewers, and lack of businesses within town boundaries. 

C. Population Characteristics 

It is important to know the characteristics of Granby's population in order to 

plan effectively for the Town's open space and recreation needs. Different sub-sets of 
the population have different recreational needs and are likely to value open space 
differently. From 1990 to 2000 Granby's population increased by a remarkable 10%, 

from 5,565 to 6,132. From 2000 to 2003 the increase continued apace with a total of 4%, 
giving Granby a current population of 6,361. This growth rate ranks Granby as the 

fourth fastest growing community in the Pioneer Valley. This is further illustrated in the 
table below. 
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While Granby's total population has increased, it has also increased in the age 

groups of the oldest and youngest residents. In 1990, 26% of the population was under 

18, in 2000, this rose to 28%. Comparatively, in 1990,10.7% of the population was over 

the age of 65, and in 2000 this percentage increased to 11.6%. A population breakdown 

is included in the table below. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau; MISER Population Projections 

* Available to participate in the labor force is the population from 15 to 64 years old. 

** Likely to participate in the labor force is an estimate based on labor force participation rates in 2000. 

In general, the people who live in Granby are representative of the people who 

live in small towns throughout the Pioneer Valley. They are predominantly white, 

educated families (99% in 2000), who are relatively well-off with an average household 

size in 2000 of 2.80. Granby residents have a median household income of $54,293 and 

only 1% of the population is living below the poverty level. The percentage of 

household earning over $75,000 increased from 224 in 1989 to 657 in 1999 —this high 

income wage bracket represents one-third of the households in Granby. However, the 
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average weekly wage in 2000 was $505.75, which is below the Pioneer Valley region 

average of $608.12. The vast majority of Granby residents complete high school (89.2%, 

and just about one-fourth complete college (23%). Most inhabitants are employed in 

professional, management, or office occupations. Many inhabitants of Granby are 

employed outside Hampshire County, and the average drive to work is just over 20 

minutes. Employment opportunities exist in the urbanized centers of Chicopee, 

Holyoke, and Springfield, as well as the college communities of Amherst and South 

Hadley, and many residents commute to these areas. 

Granby is a low density community when compared against other communities 

in the Pioneer Valley. It has an average of one-third person per acre, compared with the 

region's highest density community Springfield, which has slightly more than one 

person per acre and the region's lowest density community, Tolland, which has only 1/5 

of a person per acre. 

Pioneer Valley communities sorted by population density 
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D. Growth and Development Patterns 

The Town of Granby has been able to maintain a quiet, rural character since its 

incorporation. Most development consists of single family homes; the remainder of 

land in Granby is hilly and forested, with many open fields in agricultural use. Its 

distance from the Connecticut River, lack of good roads until the 20* century, and lack 
of reliable water power prevented any major industrial development. Industry 

consisted of small mills and home-based businesses, a pattern which continues today. 

Granby has several distinctive geographic areas reflecting the town's history, 

agricultural trends, and localized development. This, however, did not compensate for 

the fact that Granby had no reliable water courses that would have encouraged 

industrial development. The town also missed the great 19th century development 

vehicle - the railroads. As a result, it never developed as an industrial town and has 

retained its small town character throughout most of its history. 

Granby is a typical example of the semi-rural New England towns that are 

scattered throughout Western Massachusetts. The town center is located near the 

geographic center of town, with historic residential buildings surrounding the town 

common. The Common historically served as a "communal" land area, with activities 

such as livestock grazing in colonial times to more modern events such as small fairs 

and arts & crafts exhibits. Larger events such as the celebration of Granby's Charter 

Days in June are now held one mile away from the town common at Dufresne's 
Recreation Area. 

Numerous roads radiate from the town common area through town to service 

the more remote rural sections. These farms roads have given way to paved streets that 

still serve to link agricultural areas to the town center. A great deal of the land that was 

previously in agriculture has been developed and now single family homes and 

subdivisions dot the landscape. A few farms still remain, but their fate is uncertain in 

the light of present high land values and development pressure. The loss of remaining 
agricultural land would produce a negative impact upon the character of the town. 

Some areas of town may remain less populated due to soil limitations for 

development. These areas are mostly wooded and will remain that way for years to 

come if they are adequately protected. As older pasture and abandoned fields give way 
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to young timber growth/ even more land are could become reforested providing these 

areas are protected from development. 

The character of the town is attracting potential homeowners away from urban 

and highly developed areas. Ironically, the open space that gives Granby its unique 

character also attracts people that change that character with increased development. It-

is important for Granby to realize this potential demand and to plan accordingly to 

preserve its open space. 

Ecological Impacts of Development 

The world's ecosystems are increasingly threatened by human development. 

Ecological impact assessment (EcIA) is used to predict and evaluate the impacts of 

development on ecosystems and their components, thereby providing the information 

needed to ensure that ecological issues are given full and proper consideration in 

development planning. Environmental impact assessment (EIA) has emerged as a key 

to sustainable development by integrating social, economic and environmental issues in 

many countries. EcIA has a major part to play as a component of EIA but also has other 

potential applications in environmental planning and management. The Town of 

Granby should consider building environmental impact assessment into their 

subdivision regulations so that the ecological impacts of all future development are 

considered prior to approval. 

Infrastructure 

a) Transportation Systems 

Granby is a small town bi-sected by state road 202. There are a total of 67,5 miles of road 

in the town, approximately half (32.4) of which are classified as local roads. The town 

also maintains 56.7 miles of road, according to the 2003 Regional Transportation Plan. 

The area in which Granby is located is known as the crossroads of New England 

because of its excellent transportation facilities. The Massachusetts Turnpike connects 

the region to Boston, and to Albany, N.Y. Interstate 91 provides direct access to 

Hartford, Connecticut and Brattleboro, Vermont via Route 202. Route 202, also known 

as State Street, passes through the center of town connecting Belchertown on the east 

and South Hadley on the west. The majority of commercial development is scattered 

along Route 202, with the heaviest concentration at "Five Corners", (lie intersection of 

Amherst Street, Pleasant Street, and Route 202. This business district is conveniently 
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located and most traffic flows through this area of town, but it does create some 

congestion at peak hours. Route 116 provides access to Amherst in the north as it 

passes over the "Notch" or the low point in the Holyoke Range between Mt. 

Norwottock and Bare Mt. Amtrak passenger rail service is available in neighboring 

Amherst. Granby is a member of the Pioneer Valley Transit Authority (PVTA) that 

provides fixed route service between Holyoke, South Hadley, and Granby. The PVTA 

also offers paratransit services to the elderly and disabled through the Council on 

Aging. Sidewalks are also now required in new subdivisions and exist along West 

Street to the schools. 

b) Water Supply Systems 

Granby does not have its own public water supply system. Over 90% of the 

population is served by individual on-site wells. Six percent of the population is served 

by private community water systems. Two percent of the population is served by 

Bachelor Knolls, Inc., a private water company. South Hadley Fire District #1 serves the 

remaining 2% of Granby's population. 

The South Hadley Fire District #1, which draws water from the Quabbin 

Reservoir, provides some water to the southeastern section of the town. A sixteen-inch 

water main flows along New Ludlow Road and East Street. Eight-inch mains are 

located in Route 202 and West Street along the western town line. This supply provides 

water to about 250 residents in this area, which is near the Granby landfill. 

c) Sewer Service 

The majority of Granby residents use on-site septic systems to meet the needs of 

individual homes. A limited number of residents, however, have what is known as a 

"community septic system". This system was originally discussed in 1980 as the town 

recognized a need for an updated septic system for residents in the area of Smith 

Avenue, Leo Drive, and Kellogg Street. The land on which the homes were built was 

no longer suitable for traditional septic systems. The new community system 

encompasses residents of Smith Avenue, Leo Drive, Kellogg Street and portions of West 

Street. All effluent drains into a sewer line that runs through or alongside the above 

streets, crosses through West Street Cemetery, and then reaches a common leach field 

on Crescent Street. 
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The community is better served with this septic system, however, not all 

participants were pleased with the mandatory participation. Some residents did have 

properly working systems and others had just updated them. Therefore, the financial 

burden became of primary concern for the residents. Fortunately there was some 

financial assistance from both the town and the state (via the Hayes Act which had 

funding for local sewer projects). 

The growth of the town has forced us to look at current and future problems that 

may arise within the community concerning septic disposal. The control and 

management of septic waste is certainly an issue that needs optimal attention. This 

community septic is one of the examples regarding the way that Granby has chosen to 

deal with this issue. 

Data contained in the Soil Survey of Hampshire County Table indicates that the 

most of Granby has severe soil limitations for septic tank sewage disposal. The severity 

of soil constraints usually excludes use of septic tanks in areas of high-density housing. 

Some areas may be able to support lower density housing in spite of sever limitations. 

Deep Hardpan, shallow hardpan, depth to bedrock, slope, and wetness all contribute to 

reducing the area available for development if traditional septic sewage tank disposal 
systems are employed. 

Soil limitations for commercial and industrial sites with on-site sewage disposal 

are similar to those with septic tank disposal. Sites with soils occurring on slopes of 3% 

or less have slight limitations if other soil characteristics are acceptable. The numbers of 

these sites are limited and therefore, if development occurs with on-site sewage 

disposal, it must be located on those few sites in town that can support it. 

Substantial areas of the town will require sewer and water extension if they are 

to be developed in the future. Installation of public water and sewage systems is 

extremely expensive. Any new subdivisions or commercial and industrial development 

should be sited in areas of the town that will minimize the cost of installing public 

water and sewage disposal systems. 

ZONING 

The Town of Granby presently has ten zoning districts. (See zoning map in 

Appendices). They are as follows: 

RS: Single Family Residential District 
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RM: Residential Multi-Unit District 

GB: General Business District 

GB-2; General Business District 2 (limited uses) 

I: Industrial District 

12: Industrial District 2 (Landfill, recycling, solid waste) 

MD: Municipal District 

FP: Floodplain District 

WSP: Water Supply Protection District 

AP: Agricultural Preservation 

In the RS District, which is 95.8% of Granby, uses are generally restricted to 

single-family housing and low density agricultural or forestry uses. Open Space 

(cluster) communities are also permitted under a Special Permit. Regular lot sizes are a 

minimum of 40,000 square feet with a road frontage of 150 feet. Estate lots require a 

minimum 80,000 square feet with a frontage of 40 feet; they are essentially flag lots, 

with required lot widths of 150 feet and an access strip to an approved road. Maximum 

lot coverage is 25%. 

The RM District allows the same uses as RS, with the addition of multi-family 

housing with a Special Permit. Lot dimensions and maximum lot coverage are the same. 

Only two areas in Granby are zoned RM and comprise just .3% of Granby total area. 

The GB District, which comprises 1.8% of the town, does not allow single family 

residences, but does allow multi-family and Open Space communities with a Special 

Permit, Zoning also allows general business and office uses with Site Plan Approval. 

Minimum lot size and frontage are also 40,000 square feet and 150 feet respectively. 

Maximum lot coverage is 30% and open space requirement is 40%. 

The Industrial Districts, which also comprise 1.8% of the town, do not allow any 

residential uses, but only general industrial and manufacturing uses. Lot requirements 

are a minimum of 40,000 square feet and 200 feet of frontage. 

The Municipal District comprises .4% of the town and restricts buildings to only 

municipal and institutional uses. Minimum lot size is 40,000 square feet and frontage is 

150 feet. 
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The Agricultural Preservation, Floodplain, and Water Supply Protection Districts 

are overlay districts that are designated according to wetland and floodplain 

requirements and agricultural boundaries on file with the Town Clerk. No new 

dwellings or improvements over 50% are permitted in the Floodway; only low density 

conservation, agriculture, or forestry uses. The Water Supply Protection District covers 

all prime aquifer recharge areas or future water supply areas. Minimum lot sizes in this 

district are 60,000 square feet rather than 40,000, and uses potentially hazardous to the 

water supply are prohibited. Although residential uses are permitted in the 

Agricultural Protection District, at least 50% of any conveyed land must be kept in 

agricultural use and there must be a buffer between agricultural and residential uses. 

Granby has had three approved subdivision in recent years. The first was on 

Deer Brook Drive and included 20 units. In the year 2000 a subdivision was approved 

on Maximilian Drive with 22 units approved; it is 75% built. Monson Estates 

subdivision consists of 13 units and was approved in 2003. 

In 2001, PVPC did a buildout analysis for the Town of Granby. These analyses 

were required for all communities in the Commonwealth in order to see what effect 

total development of the community would have. The buildout map is included in this 

OSRP. According to the data related to available land, zoning requirements, and 

natural constraints, Granby has a considerable amount of available land for 

development. The effects can be seen in the table below: 

Summary Build-Out Statistics 

Impact of Additional Development 

: 
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2) Additional Road Miles calculated for residential development only, based on 

frontage of 150 feet, Overall impacts on the transportation network in Granby 

sho7uld reflect the number of trips generated, level of service at key intersections, 

and other critical methods of measurement. 

3) Future water use figures are estimated based on 75 gallons per person per day 

for residential use, and 75 gallons per 1000 square feet of commercial/industrial 
use. 

Disclaimer: this is simply model data that does not take into account soil 

constraints and road frontage, for example, but it does illustrate the significant amount 

of developable land available in Granby. Coupled with a limited current inventory of 

homes and the steady population growth, this is a warning indicator of future 

development impact. 
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SECTION 4: ENVIRONMENTAL INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS 

A. Geology, Soils and Topography 

The bedrock beneath Granby is part of the eroded core of an ancient chain of 

mountains that is approximately 400-500 million years old and extends from Long 

Island Sound through Western Massachusetts and Vermont into Quebec. Like almost 

all of New England, in the recent geologic past Granby was covered by great ice sheets 

thousands of feet thick. The ice sheets melted about 12/000 years ago and left extensive 

surface deposits that cover most of the land and dominate the New England landscape. 

The two basic types of deposit in Granby are lodgement till and stratified drift. 

Lodgement till formed when glaciers overrode and compressed the earth. It is an 

unsorted mixture of sand, clay, pebbles and boulders, no more than three feet thick. 

Stratified drift refers to the deposits of sand and gravel that formed during the final 

days of the Ice Age. The melting ice sheets gave rise to torrential streams that had the 
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power to carry a large load of sand and gravel formerly trapped in ice. When the 

velocity of the stream diminished, as when entering a lake of flat area, its load would 
settle and form deposits of sand and gravel. 

The steep slopes of the Holyoke Range form the northern boundary of the Town 

of Granby. These picturesque hills extend over a mile into town and then gradually 

become less dramatic as the land levels off into the central plain. The central plain area 

is generally flat, broken up occasionally by small hills and uplifted areas. Numerous 

brooks and streams flow through the area connecting some large wetlands. 

Aldrich Lake, in the western area of town, is located at the foot of the hills 

extending south of the Holyoke Range. The lake is bordered on the north and south by 

slopes exceeding 15%. The dramatic change in landscape from steep slope to water 
body adds to its scenic beauty. 

The area east of the center of Granby, between Taylor and Kendall Streets, is 

composed of a number of small hills. Steep slopes form the eastern side of these hills, 

Facing Hills, in the southeastern section of town, form the town boundary on the 

Ludlow and Belchertown side. The land here is hilly but not as extreme as the hills 

south of the Holyoke Range. However, Turkey Brook Ridge nearby exists on a fault 
line. 

Numerous areas of steep slope (greater than 15%) are scattered throughout town. 

The majority of steep slopes are located along the Holyoke Range extending south into 

town. Other steep areas are located on the northern side of Cold Hill, east of Porter 

Street, around the Turkey Hill area, south of Kendall Street, and spread out through the 

area west of the center of town. These areas have severe soil constraints for additional 

development and any housing located in areas of steep slope should be thinly 

distributed to avoid potential sewage or septic problems. 

The natural limitations of particular soil types restrict the kind of recreational 

activity that may be carried out on that site and not adversely affect the environment. 

Soil characteristics such as slope, wetness, and soil surface texture determine the 

limitations for particular uses; for example, an area with a moderately steep slope is 

totally unsuitable for a ball field but may be acceptable for hiking trails or limited 

horseback riding. Also, the installation of sanitary systems for areas of active 

recreational use may be prohibited by the soil characteristics of the area. 
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The Town of Grariby is comprised of four major soil associations; the 

Narragansett-Holyoke association, the Gloucester-Montauk-Paxton association, the 

Hinckley-Merrimac-Windsor association, and the Amostown-Scitico-Boxford 

association. Each of these associations has restrictions and is suitable to particular land 

uses. 

A number of factors are involved in determining the suitability of a site for a 

particular activity. These may include ground and surface water hydrology, current 

land use patterns, slope, aspect, and soil characteristics. Although technology may 

allow development of sites that are less than completely acceptable, the soil 

characteristics of an area may in essence prohibit a particular kind of land use. For 

example, it is not feasible to farm an area with low soil permeability and which may 

remain flooded during much of the growing season. It would be economically 

unfeasible to attempt to farm this area and the site may be more aptly suited to another 

land use. 

Prime farmland has been defined and assessed by the United States Department 

of Agriculture and the Soil Conservation Service as "land best suited to producing food, 

feed, forage, fiber, and oil seed crops". Prime farmland produces the greatest produce 

yields with the least amount of economical, physical, and chemical input. In addition to 

requiring the least amount of input, farming these areas produces the smallest amount 

of damage to the environment. A number of additional factors are used in determining 

prime farmland, including the following: water must be available from natural 

precipitation or irrigation, the temperature of the area must be acceptable for farming 

during the growing season, slope must not exceed 8%, and the soils must be permeable 

but not flooded during the growing season. 

The two main soil associations that are considered to be acceptable for 

classification under prime farmland are the Amostown-Scitico-Boxford association, and 

the Hadley-Winooski-Limeric association. Both of these soil classes are deep, nearly 

level or gently sloping, moderately well drained and occur in areas of outwash or 

lacustrine sediments, in alluvial areas or on flood plains. 

The Town of Granby has a moderate amount of prime farmland. There are some 

large tracts of prime farmland located in the southwest sections of town and in the 

northwest extending through the central part of town toward the Belchertown border. 

There is also a large percentage of land area that is not classified as prime farmland but 
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. is considered to be of state and local importance to farming. These areas occur around 

prime farmland, in the central area of town to the Belchertown border. These areas may 

not be as economically productive as prime farmland but should be considered for 
protection. 

B. Landscape Character 

Granby's industry 

was based in part on the 

horse trade, and its 

landscape has contributed 

to its growth. Large 

volumes of horses that were 

used primarily for 

agriculture and the 

distribution of products 

were sold through the 

Meadowcroft Farm in 

Granby during the 1930's. 

These horses were 

purchased by the railcar 

load and delivered to 

Holyoke and Belchertown. 

From there the horses were 

hand walked or driven 

down the major roadways 

to Granby. Farmers from throughout the Connecticut River Valley relied on the 

consistent source of horse power that was provided by the Hatch Family at 

Meadowcroft Farm. 

The excise tax that was placed on the value of horses still exists today. Granby is 

one of the only remaining towns in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts that taxes 

horses. Five dollars per every thousand dollars of value is collected by the town 
annually. 

Charlie Lyman with prize draft horses 
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Today Granby boasts one of the highest ratios of horses to people in the 

Commonwealth. It is documented that over 330 horses are kept in the town. The 

highest concentration of these are located on Taylor Street corridor which lies at the 

town's center. Two hundred and five horses reside on this street. 

There are several Heritage Priority areas in Granby, as documented by the 

Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program of the Massachusetts Division of 

Fisheries & Wildlife. These areas are valuable in ecological terms, and are important to 

the conservation of a variety of species. Completing conservation protection of any 

remaining unprotected land in these areas, with buffering areas included, would 

enhance the viability of these special areas. The most significant area in town is the 

ridgeline along the Holyoke Range that includes Mt Norwottock. Although much of 

that portion of Granby is state property, it is also important to protect the species and 

natural communities in adjacent lands and down-slope areas. The ridge top supports 

natural communities that are uncommon statewide; for example, Circumneutral Rocky 

Summits and Hickory-Hop Hornbeam communities. The area also includes multiple 

occurrences of rare plants and animals, and down-slope to the south are 146 potential, 

but not certified vernal pools. The rest of Granby has quality agricultural land and 

rolling hills. 

C. Water Resources 

There are two major drainage basins in Granby, divided by a line that runs 

irregularly from east to west. East of the center of town the line is south of Rt. 202. 

Three brooks enter Forge Pond with Batchelor Brook providing the most flow. 

Batchelor Brook enters Granby from Belchertown, and flows into Forge Pond. The two 

other brooks are Forge Pond Brook and Lampson Brook. Lampson Brook contributes 

the flow from the Belchertown Wastewaler Treatment plant, causing environmental 

issues in Forge Pond and Aldridge Lake. From Forge Pond, Batchelor Brook flows 

westward along the northern edges of the central plain, being fed by Ingraham Brook. 

Batchelor Brook then flows into Aldridi Lake, and continues to South Hadley, tlirough 

which it connects to the Connecticut River near Brunelle's Marina. Turkey Hill Brook 

also flows north into Batchelor Brook, draining the hilly southeast area of town. 

Most of the southern half of town drains through Stony Brook and Muddy 

brook, which join across the town line in Ludlow. Stony Brook then curves 
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northwesterly, crosses the southwest corner of Granby under Rt. 202, and enters South 
Hadley. 

There are two major bodies of water in Granby. Forge Pond, surrounded by 

extensive wetland areas, is located in the eastern section of town along the Belchertown 

line. Aldrich Pond lies in the rolling hills the south of the Mt Holyoke Range and is 
bisected by Amherst Road. 

These brooks and streams, and the contiguous swampy areas, form the natural 

storm drainage system of the town. They are the means by which excess stormwater is 

carried off the land to the larger streams and rivers. As development covers more of the 

open land with buildings and hard surfacing, the volumes of storm runoff are increased 

at the same time absorptive land areas are decreased. The absorption capacity of 

spongy wetlands slows down the runoff and decreases the degree of steam and river 

flooding. There do not appear to be "any areas of substantial flooding that cause 

hazards, or that require protection through flood plain zoning controls/' (Natural 
Resource Inventory of 1970) 

The Town of Granby has been proactive in controlling stormwater by enacting a 

Floodway District/Wetland Protection By-Law to: "protect areas subject to seasonal 

flooding, water table and aquifer recharge areas, preserve present and potential water 

supplies, and to insure the continuation of the natural flow pattern of the water courses 

within town in order to protect persons and property against the hazards of flood 

inundation." All land designated as Zone A-A30 on flood insurance maps is included 
in the District. 

! ; 

The establishment of the Floodway district enabled Granby to maintain tighter 

control over activities occurring in the designated areas. The Massachusetts Wetlands 

Protection Act (MGL Ch. 131) has a limited amount of control over impacts that may 

occur on small wetlands as a result of development or alteration of the environment. 

Granby has taken a step in the right direction to further preserve and protect these 

fragile areas. It should be noted that vernal pools are not currently protected under 

MGL Ch. 131 unless certified through the Natural Heritage & Endangered Species 
Program (NITESP) of Mass. Fisheries and Wildlife. 

D. Vegetation 
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Forest cover is by far the most prominent land use in Granby. More than 11,000 

acres of forest exist in the community, with 399 acres under limited protection from 

development through participation in the Chapter 61 program. The predominant 

hardwood species on the south facing slopes of the Holyoke Range are Black Oak, 

White Oak, Chestnut Oak, and Shagbark Hickory. Large stands of White Pine may also 

be found in lower elevations, as well as Hemlocks in the valleys where moisture is 

greater. Wet areas may also support stands of Toothed Aspen, Quaking Aspen, Red 

Maple, Elm and White Ash. Striped Maple and Beech may be found on the east side of 

Harris Mountain. The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Management 

manages the majority of the forested areas along the Holyoke Range. These areas are 

important from an aesthetic point of view as well as providing extensive wildlife 

habitat. It seems likely that these lands will continue to be managed by the state and 

will remain in forest. Selective cutting and stand improvement practices should be 

employed to ensure the continued health of these stands. 

According to NHESP, there are currently no certified vernal pools in Granby; 

however, 146 potential vernal pools are dispersed throughout the town. Vernal pools 

are unique wildlife habitats best known for the amphibians and invertebrate animals 

that use them to breed. Vernal pools, also known as ephemeral pools, autumnal pools, 

and temporary woodland ponds, typically fill with water in the autumn or winter due 

to rising ground water and rainfall and remain ponded through the spring and into 

summer. Some vernal pools are protected in Massachusetts under the Wetlands 

Protection Act regulations, as well as several other federal and state regulations, and 

local bylaws. 

The NHESP serves the important role of officially "certifying" vernal pools that 

are documented by citizens. Finding vernal pools is the first step for protection. The 

Massachusetts Aerial Photo Survey of Potential Vernal Pools has been produced by the 

NHESP to help locate likely vernal pools across the state. 

The following table illustrates information from the Massachusetts Natural 

Heritage & Endangered Species Program concerning the latest sightings of threatened 

or rare species of vegetation and species of special concern. The table indicates whether 

a species is endangered, rare or threatened and shows the most recent observation. 

■ ■ 
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E. Fisheries and Wildlife 

Granby supports a number of wildlife populations that are either currently 

hunted or may become game species in the future. The stocking of pheasant has slowed 

greatly and they have not successfully established a native population. Turkey stocking 

programs that began in the 1960's resulted in a turkey population that was not truly 

wild. Their habitat consists of hills, woods, and agricultural fringes but they are 

generally found in wooded areas. Turkey travel over the Holyoke Range, and flocks 

exist in outlying areas of town. A smaller population of game birds, and other 

mammals such as cottontails and opossum may be attributed to the success of the 

coyote in Massachusetts in recent years. The native red fox population has also 

diminished, in part because of competition from the coyote, and reduction of habitat. 

The occurrence of other wildlife species in Granby is similar to other Connecticut-

River towns. Populations of mink, muskrat, and fisher are present, particularly on 

lowlands, wetlands, and near water. The beaver population has increased substantially 

due to new trapping regulations banning leg-hold traps. Opossums are a relatively 

new animal to the area, but are becoming established and extending their range 

northward. Raccoons are extremely adaptable and are common in Granby. Gray and 

red squirrels and chipmunks are also found frequently in town. The deer population is 

very healthy, and tends to frequent areas bordering agricultural land and open areas, 

retreating to the cover of the woods in the daytime. Forestry practices can affect their 

habitat to a significant extent. 

Certain species of hawks and owls can be found in Granby, and the majority of 

these species are currently protected. Eagles can occasionally be spotted over the 

Holyoke Range because of the proximity to Quabbin and the Connecticut River. The 

success of the eagle restoration project at Quabbin Reservoir has encouraged the 

development of similar programs, and the Holyoke Range would provide a fine site for 

such efforts. It should be stressed that potential nesting grounds must be protected 

from human interference. They are relatively fragile areas and should be planned for 

accordingly. 

Most of the eastern and northern sections of Granby are currently restricted for 

hunting. Deer, raccoon and rabbit hunting still occurs to a limited extent in the Turkey 

Hill and Facing Hills areas but the recent sharp increase in homebuilding in that section 

of town has limited the hunting access even further. The Chicopee Rod & Gun Club, 

-
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terrestrial and wetland plant and animal speaes and natural commurutres. 

F. Scenic Resources and Unique Environments 

The most dramatic physical feature in Granby is the Holyoke Range and the hills 

land is involved. There are also vehicular limitations on state or town-owned property. 
The south side of the Holyoke Range provides opportunities for bird watching and 
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The following is an inventory of public and private lands that are important to 

Granby due to their current open space and/or recreational use. Though continued 
open space or recreational use is not guaranteed on those private sites identified, these 

parcels are important to the Town. Undeveloped private lands DfO1 
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. Assists in improvements of these sites for public use; 

. Aids in public environmental education; 

. Supports conservation studies of the region. 

Private ownership Chapter Lands 2,5013_ 
Department of Conservation and 

Recreation 

Town of Granb; 

Chicopee Sportsman's 

Fairview Fish &Game 

Granby Bow & Gun Club 

Private Chapter Land 

U.S. 

Inholdine 

Department nf Fish and Wildlife 

Private Chapter Land 

Private Chapter Land 

Private Chapter Land 

Private Chapter Land 

Kestrel Trust 

U.S. Government 

MT Holyoke Collepe 

Kestrel Trust 

Private Chapter Land 

C. Public and Nonprofit Parcels 

TOWN PARKS 

l^Spast, Granby residents enjoyed the luxury of havmg enough open helds 
and meaiows L there was never a problem finding a place to fly J^^ 
informal football game. As recreation became more orgaruzed and branchd ouinto 
teams with formal leagues, it became necessary to adopt standards that would be 
accepted by other towns. Tne need for these baseball diamonds and soccer fields, as 
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well as a youth summer program, helped identify a need for an elected Recreation 

Commission that would oversee a small budget for the benefit of town residents. 

The 1986 Open Space and Recreation Plan 1986 was prepared in response to a 

request by the of Environmental Management that all towns in the Commonwealth 

applying for funds for tlie Federal Land & Water Commission for acquisition of open 

space needed to have a current plan on file with the Executive Office of Environmental 

Affairs. When the farm of Max Dufresne was offered to the Town of Granby for the 

sum of $100,000 for 206 acres of prime farmland in tlie center of town off Route 202, the 

town was able to purchase the land with matching funds from the Federal Land and 

Water Commission. That brought the Town's cost to $50,000 or $250 per acre. 

Now many Granby residents enjoy Dufresne's Park. Its amenities include a 

pond where residents can fish and skate, although tlie water is not acceptable for 

swimming. There are small pavilions over picnic tables where families can enjoy a 

barbeque. Three 

baseball/softball fields on 

either side of tlie pond 

contribute to the open feeling 

of the park. There is a 

pavilion accessible from the 

Kendall Street side, many 

marked hiking trails for 

people and horses, a horse 

arena with two rings, and a 

large playground. 

Accessible from the 

Taylor Street entrance is a 

horse corral where horse 

shows and weather 

permitting, sleigh rides are 

held. A large, modern 

playground was built in 2004. 

Three 60-foot baseball 

diamonds are used frequently 

in the spring by youth leagues, 
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and young soccer players hone their skills on the soccer fields. There are rest rooms 

accessible to the handicapped near the pavilion, which is also accessible, There is 

handicapped parking and paved walkways to the pavilion and gazebo, and unpaved 

paths to the dam to promote accessible fishing. 

Brown-Ellison Park 

Located on Carver Street near the Granby and Ludlow line, this park was once 

owned by the Air Force. In World War II, a large radio tower and beacon was erected 

so that the huge B-52's would be able to approach the northeast landing strip at 

Westover Air Force Base correctly. After the B-52's were no longer needed at Westover, 

the tower was taken down and the area fell into disrepair. In 1974, the Town requested 

and was deeded the ''surplus property" of 12.16 acres. The park was dedicated by the 

Granby Board of Selectmen in the memory of Kenneth Brown and Richard Ellison, two 

Granby residents who lost their lives in the Vietnam War. 

The entire property is surrounded by fencing, which provides the homes around 

the park with security and privacy. The park has a baseball diamond, two soccer fields, 

storage building, and volleyball courts, but there is room for improvement. There are 

curb cuts but no sidewalks, and areas are flat and could be accessible to a wheelchair. 

Cooley Field 

A now unused, but regularly mowed 33-acre field sits at the end of Burnett Street 

by the Granby-South Hadley line, acquired by the town in the late 1960's. The property 

borders on Batchelor Brook, and now the property comes under the jurisdiction of the 

Granby Conservation Commission. Insects from the brook made the area difficult to 

use. It is no longer used for active recreation, but at one time had swings, slides and a 

baseball diamond. It has no facilities for the handicapped. 

Aldrich Field 

Although not a proper "park", this 11.5-acre parcel was donated to the Town of 

Granby by Elbert Aldrich in 1967. A 60-foot baseball diamond and a storage shed are 

located in the back of the field. There is a small playground with swings and a slide. 

This area was the proposed site for the 2001 Granby Town Complex. There are no 

sidewalks and this field would be difficult to access with a wheelchair. 

Granby High School and East Meadow School has five basketball courts, one of these 

indoors, two baseball fields, two Softball fields, four tennis courts in various states of 
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maintenance, and two soccer fields. All school facilities are accessible for a wheelchair 
and there is handicapped parking available. 

AkkidgeLake is used for fishing and canoeing. There is dirt parking on the side of the 
road to access the lake, but a steep slope down to the water. There is no paved area for 
handicapped access. 

FoigeZond has over two acres available for fishing. There is accessibility near the dam 
and spillway at the old mill site. It is possible to launch a canoe there as well. There is 
no accessible parking or paving. 
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RFfTTON ft: COMMUNITY VISION 

A Description of Process 

Granby residents and officials have always been committed to caring for our 

community's character and environmental attributes. The town prepared our first 

Master Plan in 1966 and our first OSRP in November of 1986. In 2001, we worked with 

the University of Massachusetts to update the OSRP once more, but the draft was not 

submitted to the Commonwealth for approval. However, in June 2003, Granby began 

the process of preparing a Community Development Plan with PVPC as the consultant. 

From June 2003 until June 2004, Granby citizens were invited to participate in several 

open meetings related to open space protection, housing issues, economic development, 

and transportation issues. All households in Granby were also sent a community 

survey with questions relating to all these issues. Over 33% of Granby households 

responded to the survey. The responses to the survey and public meetings guided the 

Planning Board in their articulation of the community's overall goals. 

Granby followed a particular process to articulate the town vision for the OSRP. 

The Planning Board decided not to form a separate Open Space Committee, but rather, 

the Planning Board served as the Open Space Committee. The Town and PVPC 

reviewed existing OSRPS and the previous versions of the Granby OSRP. The data 

provided by the recently completed CD plan and updates from the survey provided for 
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the CD plan further articulated the vision process, as well as the public meeting 

included in the OSRP Update process. All households in Granby were invited to the 

public meeting, which resulted in good attendance and interaction. Residents unable to 

attend that evening met with PVPC staff at other times to discuss the action steps and 

include important goals and objectives. 

B. Statement of Open Space and Recreation Goals 

The overall vision of the Granby OSRP addresses: 

• Increased development pressure combined with the current limitation in 

providing public water supply and sewage disposal systems; 

• adverse environmental impacts resulting from unregulated growth 

• increased traffic congestion and hazards 

• loss of agricultural land 

• maintenance of rural character 

• adequate recreational opportunities for town residents; 

• and protection of ground and surface water resources 

Granby is in need of guidance for long-term goals of open space protection in 

order to preserve and enhance the quality of life that attracted residents to this 

community. 

As the fourth fastest-growing community in the Pioneer Valley region, Granby 

faces greater than average development pressure. We are an attractive community in 

which to live, appealing to people who work in larger cities and choose to reside in 

rural areas. As development pressure on neighboring communities reaches a 

maximum, more families will look toward Granby to fulfill their housing needs. 

Residents had stated emphatically in the written portion of the Open Space Survey of 

2004 that they did not want Granby to develop rapidly "like Belchertown or South 

Hadley". 

The 1986 OSRP served as an excellent model for this OSRP. Granby hopes that 

this updated plan will serve as well to guide future growth, development and resource 

preservation in Granby. Growth cannot be halted, but it can be directed towards those 

areas that are best able to support it. Preservation of important resources adds to the 

overall value of a community as well as builds a healthy environmental base. The 

intelligent incorporation of agricultural land, forested land, wetlands, open spaces and 
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development into a community can be achieved through proper planning and 

management. 

According to the responses to the survey, residents most value the small town 

atmosphere of Granby and think it is a good place to live and raise children. Residents 

consider Granby's environmental attributes a major contribution to its character and 

would like to see them protected. Residents are especially interested in supporting 

bicycling, riding and walking trails, protection of the Holyoke Range, and community 

parks with recreation facilities. Residents also strongly favor municipal infrastructure 

that can be a source of pride for the town and the addition of youth and elder programs 

and facilities. 
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&ECirON7LANALYSIS_OFNE_EDS 

A Summary of Resource Protection Needs 

POols 

^ °PP°rtlmity tO Provide collections from the area along the Mt Holyok 
raore populated areas, with trails for people and corridorLor wif^ 



' I 

Mt Holyoke Range is identified as a focus area in the PVPC Regional Greenways map, 
fon^Ld a pA area for state agencies, land trusts, and the conserva.cn 
community both in Granby and in neighboring communities. 

Town leaders are also working to protect forest resources, soimportant for 
watershed protection. A watershed protection plan and map is being developed 
Tncu renTy with this OSRP and these are included in the Appendices Parcels 
Sealed on the map are most critical for conservation, restoration, and stormwater 

protection. 

B. Summary of Community's Needs 

As stated previously, Granby residents feel that there should be more programs and 
faitiZaredToward youth and the elderly. Young people, teens and parents desire 
p~s and facilities L are conducive to active recreational activities and older 
TI prefer more passive activities like walking. All Granby residents have 

^interest ilmore walking and bicycling trails. The Granby Regional Horse 

5SS^ 
walking (44.5%), swimming (52.7%), and hiking (41.9%). 

This information and responses from the community indicates a need for walking 
hiking and equestrian trails, swimming accessibility, and access to sigh seeing foi local 
residents. According to the community survey, residents were most interested in 
"proving parks and recreational opportunities (72.1%), protecting natural resources 
and environmental quality (94.6%), having recreational resources (67.7/o), 

bicycling/walking paths (64.8%), and sports fields (43.8%). 

C. Management Needs, Potential Change of Use 

No plan is complete without addressing management needs, staff ing needs, and 
conflicts of use. With limited staff to address open space and recreation needs, Granby 
officials are working with other committees and residents where appropriate and 
sharing the burden of management when possible. The Planning Board will be 
soliciting assistance in implementing the action steps from community members who 
have expressed an interest during the planning process. 
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SECTION 8: GOALS AND QBTECTIVES 

In late 2004, the Granby 

Planning Board reviewed the goals 

and objectives from the draft update 

plan of 2001. We also reviewed the 

strategies that we prioritized during 

the Community Development 

planning process in order to plan the 

timeframe for the high priority goals. 

These follow: 

1, Protect ground and surface 

water resources in order to 

maintain water quality, preserve 

wetland areas, provide wildlife 

habitat and passive recreational opportunities, and minimize potential adverse 

environmental effects on these areas resulting from development encroachment. 

a) Continue to pursue greenbelts around Batchelor Brook, Stony Brook, 

Turkey Hill Brook and Ingraham Brook via Conservation Restrictions and 

outright purchase, at the rate of 50 acres a year 

b) Monitor water quality at sample stations located at Forge Pond and 

Batchelor Brook 

c) Establish reduced salt areas on a greater network of roads in Granby 

d) Increase public recognition of the water supply protection areas 

e) Strengthen performance-based stormwater protection bylaw 

2. Assure that there is an adequate supply of quality drinking water for all Granby 

residents in the future. 

a) Consider revising Aquifer Protection zoning bylaw 

b) Consider Town wetland protection bylaw to expand regulatory authority 

c) Obtain information concerning potential alternative water supply sources 

d) Consider expansion of water and sewage disposal systems 

3. Provide adequate recreational opportunities to meet the needs of all Granby 

residents 

a) Strengthen the town's recreation committee and programs 
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b) Improve public access for fishing on Forge Pond 

c) Create basketball courts in DuFresne Park 

d) Plant trees in Brown-Ellison Park 

e) Improve maintenance of area playgrounds, ball fields, and eqi 

facilities 

f) Consider securing a trail along Old Crank Road to connect sta1 

Taylor Street to DuFresne Park 

g) Provide hiking trail near Turkey Hill Brook 

h) Consider sidewalks or wider shoulders on Granby roads 

4. Ensure the continuation of agricultural uses to maintain community character, 

preserve economic base, and protect valuable resources 

a) Create zoning overlay districts for agriculture 

b) Encourage local farmers to pursue the possibility of selling their 

development rights under Agricultural Preservation Restriction (APR) 

c) Promote town support for farmers wishing to take advantage of the APR 

program 

d) Use real estate transfer tax and roll-back taxes from Chapter 61, 61A, and 

61B to establish a conservation fund for purchase of development rights or 

agricultural/conservation restrictions 

e) Provide information for property owners to encourage them to maintain 

their land under Chapter 61A 

f) Consider Town participation in the Community Forestry Program 

g) Publicize existing farmstands with brochure and signage 

h) Begin an Agricultural Commission 

5. Maintain and acquire Town-owned lands to provide maximum accessibility and 

utilization 

a) Improve signage on existing town-owned land to increase public 

awareness 

b) Improve parking areas on town-owned land for accessibility 

c) Provide additional trails for passive recreation on existing town-owned 

land 

d) Discuss the needs of youth and the elderly for programs, facilities and 

infrastructure 

6. Ensure that future development is sited so that minimal adverse environmental 

and aesthetic impacts occur and the character of Granby is maintained. 
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a) Identify areas with severe limitations to development 

b) Improve zoning bylaws to provide maximum restrictions on development 

proposed for areas with severe limitations, such as Mt. Holyoke Range 

c) Consider preservation of open areas in all new commercial development 

7. Protect sensitive natural areas 

a) Identify ecologically sensitive areas such as bogs, vernal pools, greenway focus 
areas, etc. 

b) Use conservation incentives such as the Environmental Defense Safe 

Harbor Program to increase protection of identified sensitive areas on public 
and private property 

c) Create a Sensitive Natural Areas Overlay District to protect water quality, 

wildlife habitat and other environmental resources 

d) Adopt an Environmental Impact Analysis requirement in the zoning 
bylaws 

e) Consider conflict of off-road vehicles, hunters, permits and trash 

8. Implement goals and action steps with newly-formed Open Space and 
Recreation Committee 
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SECTION 9: FIVE YEAR ACTION PLAN 

Action Responsible 

Agency/Committee 

Timeframc Possible Funding 

Source 

Continue to pursue a greenbelt 

around Batchelor Brook, Stony 

Brook, Ingraham Brook and Turkey 

Hill Brook via Conservation 

Restrictions and outright purchase, 

50 acres a year 

Planning Board & 

Conservation 

Commission 

Ongoing DCR Self Help funds 

Local Land Trusts 

Pass the Community 

Preservation Act (CPA) 

Local giving 

Monitor water quality at sample 

stations located at Forge Pond and 

Batchelor Brook 

Conservation 

Commission 

Ongoing Smart Growth Technical 

Assistance grants-EOEA 

DEP quality water 

monitoring 

Community 

groups/volunteers 

Stream Team 

Establish reduced salt areas on a 

greater network of roads in Granby 

Planning Board & 

DPW 

2005 Local Action 

Increase public recognition of water Select Board, Planning ongoing Clean Water Action 

Mass Environmental Trust 
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SECTION 10: PUBLIC COMMENTS 
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PUPLIC MEETING NOTICE 

OPEN SPACE & RECREATION PLAN UPDATE FOR GRANBY 

The Granby Planning Board and the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission are sponsoring 

a public meeting for the Open Space and Recreation Plan Update at 7:15 PM on Monday, 

April 4lh (postponed from February 281'1) at the East Meadow School in Granby. The 
goals of the public meeting are to present the plan's progress to date, present information 

on forestry for watershed health, to map unique scenic resources in the Town of Granby 

and to discuss the plan's proposed goals and action steps. 

Granby residents are strongly encouraged to attend and share their thoughts. Light 

refreshments will be provided. Workshop activities arc planned to be interactive and 

engaging in order to encourage maximum participation. This is an important opportunity 

for residents to actively participate in defining and directing the future of open space and 

recreation in Granby. 

For more information, contact the Planning Board in Granby or Sabine Prather at the 

Pioneer Valley Planning Commission, 413/781-6045 or sprathei'fS';pvpc.oru. 



May 31.2005 

MASSACHUSETTS 01033 

t . Open Space Committee 

Town of Granby 

250 Slate Street 

Granby, MA 01033 

Dear Members of the Open Space Committee, 

The Granby Recreation Commission has approved and supports your Open Space 

Plan of the Town ofGranby's as presented and explained to us. We thank you for all the 

hard work Chat has gone into compiling the update on these plans.. 

Sincerely, 

Recreation Commission 

P-

Trudy Turcptle 

Cathy Leoftijrcf 

Thomas Malone 



iiJU:rv#; Town of Granby 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

250 STATE STREET 

GRANBY, MA 01033 

{413)467-7177 

FAX (413) 467-2080 

June 6, 2005 

f ■ 

■ 

Open Space Committee 

Town of Granby 

250 Stale Street 

Granby, MA 01033 

Dear Members of the Open Space Committee, 

The Board of Selectmen is happy to inform you of our approval and support of 

the Town of Granby's Open Space Plan as presented and explained to us. We thank you 

for all the work that has gone into compiling the update on this document. We further 

understand lhal this is a fluid plan that will continue to be reviewed and revised as we 

move forward. 

Thank you again on behalf of the Town for your efforts in this important work. 

Sincerely, 

Granby Board of Selectmen 

Patrick L^uftan 



Town of Granby 

August 7, 2006 

PLANNING BOARD 

250 STATE STREET 

GRANBY, MA O1033 

(413)467-7177 

FAX(413J467-20fl0 

Open Space Committee 

Town of Granby 

250 State Street 

Granby, MAO 1033 

Dear Members of the Open Space Committee, 

The Granby Planning Board is happy to inform you of our approval and support 
of the Town of Granby's Open Space Plan as presented and explained to us. We thank 
you for all the work that has gone into compiling the update on this document. We further 
understand that this is a fluid plan that will continue to be reviewed and revised as we 
move forward. 

Thank you again on behalf of the Town for your efforts in this important work. 

Sincerely, 

Granby Planning Board 

Charles Maheu, Vice Chairman 



Town of Granby 

Conservation 
Commission 

Granby, Massachusetts 01033 

June 13,2006 

Open Space Committee 

Town of Granby 

250 Stale Street 

Granby, MA 01033 

Dear Members of the Open Space Committee, 

The Granby Conservation Commission is happy to inform you of our approval 

and support of the Town of Granby's Open Space Plan as presented and explained to us. 

We thank you for all the work that has gone into compiling the update on this document. 

We further understand that this is a fluid plan that will continue to be reviewed and 

revised as we move forward. 

Thank you again on behalf of the Town for your efforts in this important work. 

Sincerely, 

Granby Conservation Commission 

Kimoerly Masiuk, Clrairman 

Skelskie, Vice Chairman 



pioneer Timothy W. Brennan, Executive Director 

26 Central Street-Suite 34, West Springfield 

VALLEY 
Massachusetts 01089-2787 

PLANNING Tel, (413) 781-6045 

Fax:(413)732-2593 

COMMISSION www.pvpc.org 

January 20, 2006 

Ms, Melissa Cryan 

Urban Self-Help Coordinator 

DCR-EOEA 

100 Cam bridge Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114-2524 

Reference: Granby Open Space and Recreation Plan, 2005. 

The Pioneer Valley Planning Commission has reviewed the above-referenced plan, and finds it 

to be consistent with regional goals and objectives. 

The Commission is pleased to see Granby placing a priority on preserving its town character 

through protecting and enhancing its water resources, agricultural heritage, unique natural areas 

and wildlife habitat while providing greater variety of recreational opportunities. Their coordi 

nated approach of acquisition, maintenance, collaboration, and education, along with an aggres 

sive program to improve levels of protection, will go far towards realizing the Plan's overall 

goals. 

As the fourth fastest-growing community in the Pioneer Valley region, the need to preserve and 

expand the community's natural and cultural assets along with providing recreational opportuni 

ties becomes increasingly important. Their understanding of these issues will prove useful as 

Granby initiates strategies to preserve, protect, and expand its open spaces. In keeping with this 

approach, we encourage Granby to continue efforts to manage its ground and surface water 

resources, foster well-planned and sustainable use of its landscape, and improve recreational 

access to both "range and river greenways" through a number of state and regional initiatives. 

We congratulate the town in this endeavor and support its efforts in planning for the protection 

of their natural resources and the provision of recreational opportunities to the entire community. 

Sincerely, 

TWB/SMH 

cc: Cindy Watson, PVPC Commissioner 



SECTION 11: REFF.RF.NTrF.fi 

1. The Open Space Planner's Workbook, online at www.state.ma.us/envir 

2. Massachusetts Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP), 

online at www.state.ma.us/envir 

3. MA Department of Fisheries, Wildlife, and Law Enforcement, online at 

www.state.ma.us/dfele 

4- Old Houses, Granby MA: Women's Club, 1955 

5- Images of America: Granby. Granby Writing Circle, Arcadia Publishing, 
Charleston, SC 2002 
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APPENDICES & MAPS 
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Granby, Massachusetts 

Open Space Plan 

Action Plan 



Granby, Massachusetts 

Future Landus9 Suitability 



SOUTH HAOLEY 

Granby, Massachusetts 

Open Space Plan 

Points of Interest 

' J"~~crtc 



Granby, Massachusetts 

MassGIS 

Protected & Recreational Open Space 

Updates For Review 



G
r
a
n
 b
y
,
 M
a
s
s
a
c
h
u
s
e
t
t
s
 

N
a
t
u
r
a
l
 E
n
v
i
r
o
n
m
e
n
t
 



G
r
a
n
b
y
,
 
M
a
s
s
a
c
h
u
s
e
t
t
s
 

T
o
p
o
l
o
g
y
,
 
F
l
o
o
d
 P
la

in
, 
&
 W
a
t
e
r
 S
u
p
p
l
i
e
s
 

A
 



G
r
a
n
b
y
,
 M
a
s
s
a
c
h
u
s
e
t
t
s
 

M
u
n
c
i
p
a
l
 Z
o
n
i
n
g
 D
i
s
t
r
i
c
t
s
 

"
O
m
e
l
M
 Z
o
n
i
n
g
 «
Ji
p'
 

o
f
 G
 

G
H
A
N
B
Y
 P
L
A
N
N
I
N
G
 
B
O
A
R
D
 

B
Y
 T
H
E
 

P
I
O
N
E
E
R
 V
A
L
L
E
Y
 P
L
A
N
N
I
N
G
 



MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND RECREATION 

URBAN AND COMMUNITY FORESTRY GRANTS PROGRAM 

FINAL REPORT 

June 2005 

PROTECT: FOREST STEWARDSHIP FOR WATERSHED HEALTH 
LOCATION: GRANBY, MA 

Work Plan Introduction 

The Town of Granby contracted with the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission (PVPC) to 
complete the update of their Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP). The purpose of this grant 

was to expand the scope of Granby's OSRP to include a section on the value and contribution of 

Granby's trees to the health of the Connecticut River watershed. Located in the northern half of 

Granby, the Batchelor Brook watershed is a sub-basin to the Connecticut River watershed, and 
provides drinking water to the adjacent town of South Hadley. In addition, three major water 

bodies within the Batchelor Brook sub-basin are considered unpaired by the Department of 
Environmental Protection. 

Although a mostly forested community (62%), Granby has experienced an increase of 

development in recent years, particularly subdivision and residential development. There is 
continued concern in the community that this increase of development will drastically reduce 

the canopy cover and further degrade (lie water quality. Therefore, by focusing on the 
protection of the water supply and on reducing pollution to water bodies, the value and 
usefulness of the OSRP will grow. 

Task One: GIS Assessment 

PVPC completed a watershed analysis for the Batchelor Brook watershed in Granby using a GIS 

overlay process developed by the University of Massachusetts Amherst in cooperation with the 
MA Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR). This assessment tool uses commonly 
available GIS data to help communities identify key areas of protection for watershed health. 

The watershed analysis identified over 5,000 acres of naturalized land in the sub-basin that is a 
priority for conservation to improve water quality. In addition, the analysis identified 635-acres 

of developed land for forest restoration and 648-acres for stormwater management in order to 
mitigate negative effects on water quality in the Batchelor Brook sub-basin. 

The planning board received a final copy of the GIS watershed analysis map in early December 
and intends to use the map in future development decisions within die Bachelor Brook 

Watershed. The map was printed in a large scale format and adhered to a presentation board, 
which is now stored in the Planning Board meeting room. The map also helped identify several 
properties in Granby that would benefit from a restoration planting in the future. These 
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properties included a Sand and Gravel pit that has gone out of business and needs to plant trees 

to prevent soil erosion. 

Task Two: Forestry-Protection Regulatory Tool Development 

The Planning Board held a meeting on January 4, 2005 to hear public comment on proposed 

Tree and Planting language to be added to the existing subdivision regulations. The regulation 

was developed based on existing Tree Protection bylaws in four Massachusetts communities: 

Reading, Holland, Westfield, and Westborough. 

The purpose of the proposed subdivision regulation is to protect the critical identified forested 

areas in Granby from deforestation in order to prevent erosion, control stormwater drainage, 

and protect Granby's rural character. The regulation has three main provisions. Hie first 

provision addresses construction strategies for tree preservation, and requires the development 

of a Tree Preservation Plan for all future subdivision plans. The second provision requires 

subdividers to plant broad-leaved deciduous trees along all streets, and provides regulations on 

how the trees will be planted to prevent loss of new trees. Finally, the proposed subdivision 

regulation has conditions on tree replacement. 

This regulation went through several revisions and was passed and adopted by the Planning 

Board on April 4, 2005. 

Task Three: Education Campaign and Outreach 

Initially, the public education campaign and outreach for this grant was to accompany the 

development of regulatory tools for forestry protection and watershed health in Granby. Since 

the planning board chose to develop a subdivision regulation mat can be passed by the 

planning board rather than a zoning bylaw that needs to be passed at Town Meeting, the 

education campaign shifted slightly. The town was interested in developing brochures and 

manuals that are targeted at town officials, developers, and homeowners on recommended tree 

planting techniques and maintenance. 

The Pioneer Valley Planning Commission with assistance from the Granby Planning Board 

developed a Tree Maintenance Manual based on the manual developed by the Town of 

Lexington, MA. The manual provides information on proper planting techniques and 

maintenance of trees, a preferred planting list, and a copy of the Tree and Planting subdivision 

regulation. The town will make this manual available to town officials to educate them on 

urban forestry and tree protection. In addition, the manual would be given to all developers 

when they submit a preliminary subdivision plan. The manual will also be available for 

download from the PVPC website. 

The town will provide to homeowners existing brochures on tree planting and maintenance 

developed by Northeast Utilities and paid for by customers of Western Massachusetts Electric 
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Company and Connecticut Light and Power Company. Northeast Utilities provided the Town 

with 30 copies of the brochure. These brochures will be made available to homeowners in 
Granby Town Hall. 

Finally, a public workshop was held in April to obtain feedback from the public on the final 

draft of the OSRP. A PowerPoint presentation on urban forestry was developed and presented 
at this workshop to educate the citizens of Granby on urban forestry and watershed health in 

their community. In addition, a section on Urban Forestry has been added to the updated 
OSRP. 

Task Four: Community Planting Project 

There were several planting projects scheduled in Granby as part of this urban forestry grant. 

First, the Planning Board received 35 free trees from the Town of Hadley to plant at two 

locations: the Brown-Ellison Recreation Park and the West Street Cemetery. These trees were 

planted by the Department of Public Works in spring 2005. 

An Arbor Day planting day was also planned in Granby in April 2005. Arbor Day curriculum 

materials were provided to the Planning Board by the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission. A 

member of the Granby Planning Board then worked with the local elementary schools to 

participate in Arbor Day events. Events were held at the West Street Elementary School (Grades 

K-3) and East Meadow Elementary School (Grades 4-6). 

Two fifth grade classes participated in a tree planting event on Arbor Day at the East Meadow 

Elementary School. Students wrote poems and made cards about Arbor Day. While the some 

students assisted in the planting of an oak tree, an Arbor Day poem was read by the rest of the 

class. Also, after the tree planting on Arbor Day, students watered the newly planted tree daily 
to ensure its survival. As a result, the tree is thriving at its new location at the East Meadow 

Elementary School. 

The Planning Board was able to purchase at cost 135 seedlings from Class Grass, a local nursery 
in Granby. Four to five seedlings were delivered to each elementary school class to be handed 

out to students and planted at home. Every student in the 5* grade classes who participated in 

the Arbor Day planting event also received a seedling to bring home. 

Finally, the Planning Board has also identified two potential parcels for restoration, based on 

the information provided by the watershed GIS analysis developed in Task One. The two 

parcels are former sand and gravel pits (hat are required to restore the parcels to prevent soil 

erosion. The Town will work with the landowners of these parcels on restoration through tree 
planting within the next year. 
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ADA SELF-EVALUATION REPORT 

July 2006 
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The following three sections are required for all ADA Self- Evaluation reports, as part of a 
community's first Open Space and Recreation Plan or subsequent updates. 

Part 1: Administrative Requirements 

1. Designation of an ADA Coordinator 

2. Complaint Form 

3. Public Employment letter Notice 

Part 2: Program Accessibility : 

Transition Plans & Facility Inventories 

1. Dufresnes Recreational Area 

a. Transition Plan 

b. Facility Inventory 

2. Brooks Fields 

a. Transition Plan 

b. Facility Inventory 

3. Brown-Ellison Park 

a. Transition Plan 

b. Facility Inventory 

4. Aldrich Field 

a. Transition Plan 

b. Facility Inventory 

5. Forge Pond Fishing Area School Street 
a. Transition Plan 

b. Facility Inventory 

**Note that the Conservation Commission has many wood parcels that are not in 
the evaluation because they are not readily accessible from any road or are 
completely surrounded by other properties 

Part 3: Employment Practices 

Support Letter - Patrick Curran 

Equal Opportunity Employer Example 

Personnel Policy (not available) 
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Dufresnes Recreational Area 

Location: East State Street Entrances on Taylor and Kendall Streets 

Acres: >200 

Owner: Conservation Commission 

Protection: Permanent 

This is a prize facility for the Town of Granby. It is evident that a great number of residents use 

this facility and benefit from its variety of activities. There are two off-street parking areas for 

this facility. Off Kendall St. there is a large parking lot with a picnic pavilion, complete with 

kitchen and bathroom facilities. There are also several small pavilions surrounding a large 

multi-use field, all equipped with tables, outdoor grills, and trash cans. On the west side of the 

field there is a large stocked fishing pond and a new playscape for children. 

Transition Plan: 

• Parking lot is in decent condition. Gravel is hard packed and suitable. Handicapped 

parking signs are installed but there are no clear lines to mark the width of the 

spaces. 

• Install handicapped accessible sink knobs and door knobs for easy use. 

• There is a great opportunity for a Handicapped accessible fishing dock at the west 

end of the Kendall St parking lot. 

• Picnic tables need to be adjacent to hard-packed trails and should include wheel 

chair accessible tables 

• Install railing near pond on walkways to provide stability 

I. Parking/Entrance 

A. Parking -two lots 

- >200 spaces, two designated handicapped 

- Gravel lot well packed, small holes in areas. 

B. Path of Travel 

- Dirt, moderately hard-packed 

C. Entrance 

- Paved 

D. Ramps- N/A 

II. Indoor Facilities-

A. Stairs 

B. Doors - doors are designed to be open while pavilion is in use 

C. Floors - cement flooring is level and safe 

D. Telephones - n/a 

E. Switches, Controls, Signs - the signs in around the pavilion have received 

vandalism, but are appropriately placed for access 

III. Restrooms/Shower Rooms 
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A, Restrooms 

i. The restrooms are located in the pavilion 

N. Door - there is inadequate space for wheelchairs to enter 
iii. The handles on the doors and sinks are not handicapped accessible 
iv. There is one large stall with appropriate handles in each rest room 

B. Shower Rooms- available not ADA compliant 
IV. Trails 

- Semi-packed surface, marked. The trail are primarily wooded, dirt, hilly; would 
not recommend them as accessible 

V. Picnic Areas 

A. Tables/Benches 
- none accessible 

- No table meets minimum knee depth requirements 
B. Path of Travel 

- Semi-hard packed surface, suitable for wheelchair in most areas 
C. Trash Barrels 

- Present, yet no accessible path to them 

D. Shelter- coverage provide by accessible wooden structures 
E. Water Fountains- there is an artesian well located on a packed path 

VI. Play Lots 

- Excellent condition - brand new play equipment. 

VII. Swimming- there is a pond for fishing but swimming is not allowed 
VIII. Game Areas 

- There are several large multi-purpose fields 
IX. Boat Docks- N/A 

X. Fishing Facilities- there is a pond in the center of the property that can be accessed 
by a path, there are no railings or formal dock areas 

XL Programming- the town rents the pavilion for private parties through the year. 
TTiere is also a summer camp program thought town volunteers for school children 

XII. Services/ Technical Assistance- Unknown 
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Brooks Fields 

Location: East and West sides of Burnett Street 

Acre: 31 

Owner: Conservation Commission 

Protection: Permanent 

This is a small mowed field that is currently maintained by the highway department. 

Transition Plan: 

O This facility has no formal programs or usage. 

XIII. Parking/Entrance 

A. Parking 

- No designated parking, offers on-street parking on residential streets adjacent to 

park 

- No handicap spaces 

B. Path of Travel 

- grass/dirt 

C. Entrance 

- No appropriate signage for the disabled 

D. Ramps- N/A 

XIV. Indoor Facilities- N/A 

XV. Restrooms/Shower Rooms- N/A 

XVI. Trails- N/A 

XVII. Picnic AreasN/A 

XVIII. Play Lots N/A 

XIX. Swimming- N/A 

XX. Game Areas N/A 

XXI. Boat Docks- N/A 

XXII. Fishing Facilities- N/A 

XXIII. Programming- N/A 

XXIV. Services/ Technical Assistance- Unknown 

64 



Brown-Ellison Park 

Location: Carver St 

Acre: 12 

Owner: Conservation Commission 

Protection: Permanent 

This is a popular area used primarily for soccer and other organized sports games. There a 
large track that is also used often by neighbors for exercise. There are portable bathrooms, 
benches, and trash cans. 

Transition Plan: 

• Designate handicap parking 

• Provide railings on the uneven paths 

• Provide a handicapped accessible portable restroom 

• Provide seating or accessible paved or hard packed areas for spectators 

XXV. Parking/Entrance 

A. Parking 

- Very large off-street parking lot 

- None designated for handicap usage 

B. Path of Travel 

- Several hard packed paths 

C. Entrance 

- Wide space 

D. Ramps- N/A 

XXVI. Indoor Facilities- N/A 

XXVII. Restrooms/Shower Rooms 

A. Restrooms 

- One portable bathroom not large enough for a wheelchair 
B. Shower Rooms- N/A 

XXVIILTrails-

A. Hard packed and accessible easily from the parking area 
XXIX. Picnic Areas 

A. Tables/Benches 

- Several benches - none located near hard packed surfaces 
B. Path of Travel 

- Hard packed dirt and gravel 

C. Trash Barrels 

i. ok 

D. Shelter 
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- N/A 

E. Water Fountains 

- N/A 

XXX. Play Lots- N/A 

XXXI. Swimming- N/A 

XXXII. Game Areas- N/A 

XXXIII. Boat Docks N/A 

XXXIV. Fishing Facilities N/A 

XXXV. Programming 

- Soccer leagues and other organized sports available 

XXXVI. Services/ Technical Assistance- Unknown 
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Aldrich Field 

Location: Corner of East St. and North St. 
Acre: 11 

Owner: TownofGranby 

Protection: None 

This is small park with grassy areas and baseball fields. There is parking available off street at 
the senior center which shares the property. The park has no paved walkways. This area is 
not regularly used by the public. 

Transition Plan: 

• Identify appropriate parking, assign handicapped spaces 

XXXVII. Parking/Entrance 
A. Parking 

- No designated parking, offers off-street parking No handicap spaces 
B. Path of Travel 

- grass/dirt 

C. Entrance 

- No appropriate signage for the disabled 

D. Ramps- N/A 

XXXVIII. Indoor Facilities- N/A 

A. Stairs 

B. Doors 

C. Floors 

D. Telephones 

E. Switches, Controls, Signs 

XXXIX. Restrooms/Shower Rooms- N/A 
XL. Trails- N/A 

XLI. Picnic Areas N/A 

XLII. Play Lots N/A 

XLJII. Swimming- N/A 

XLIV. Game Areas N/A 

XLV. Boat Docks- N/A 

XLVI. Fishing Facilities- N/A 

XLVII. Programming- N/A 

XLVIII. Services/ Technical Assistance- Unknown 
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Forge Pond Fishing Area School Street 

Location: School Street 

Acre: 1.9 

Owner: Conservation Commission 

Protection: Permanent 

This area is used by local residents for fishing. There is very limited access due to a gate that is 

often locked. This area has no official programming and has no official parking lot. This area 

has the greatest potential fro recreation development in the town of Granby. 

Transition Plan: 

• Create a parking area that is safe and not behind a locked fence. 

• Install railing along hard pack ground that leads to the water 

• Build a fishing dock for wheelchair access to pond 

XLIX. Parking/Entrance 

A. Parking 

- On street parking only 

B. Path of Travel 

- Hard-packed/grass and dirt 

C. Entrance 

- Not Accessible at all times there is a gate that is sometimes locked. No signage 

D. Ramps 

- None: 

L. Indoor Facilities- N/A 

LI. Restrooms/Shower Rooms N/A 

A. Restrooms 

B. Shower Rooms 

HI. Trails 

- No official trail but all the ground is hard packed. 

LIII. Picnic Areas- N/A 

UV. Play Lots - N/A 

LV. Swimming- N/A 

A. Not recommended 

- Game Areas N/A 

LVI. Boat Docks-there are no official areas to launch boats how ever some small boats 

and canoes are used on the pond 

LVII. Fishing Facilities- there is not official dock area for fishing, residents fish off the side 

of the pond from the grassy banks. 

LVIII. Programming- none 

LJX. Services/ Technical Assistance- Unknown 
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Complainant 
First Name 

Last Name 

Address 

City/Town . State Zip 

Home Phone 

Business 

Phone 

E-mail 

Address 

Complaint 

Please state your complaint here: (use additional sheets if necessary) 

Have you ever reported the subject of your complaint to any other town agency? If yes, 
please: 

• A. identify the town agency or agencies and the location to which you made 

your complaint: 



• B. the person or persons to whom you submitted the complaint, if known and 

that person's or persons' telephone number(s) 

• C. each agency's response to your complaint. 

Your Signature 



FIRE/EMS CHIEF 

The Town of Granby (population of approximately 6,200) is seeking qualified candidates 

to fill the appointed, non-civil service position of Fire/EMS Chief. This position will 

report to the Board of Selectmen. The candidate should have experience in labor 

relations and contract administration, leading effectively in an union environment, 

knowledge of budget preparation and control, supervision techniques, command 

principals, effective communication skills, fire code enforcement, administration and 

strong skills in EMS delivery. Requirements: An A.S. degree in fire science or related 

field; training in fire schools or elated educational settings may be substituted for degree, 

minimum of five years experience in fire service including two years experience as an 

officer and a minimum certification as an Emergency Medical Teclinician. Applicants 

with a higher EMS certification will be given preference. The candidate should possess 

the ability, temperament and commitment to be fair, reasonable and equitable and 

establishing positive relationships between management, labor representatives and 

employees. Starting base salary up to $51,407, depending on qualifications and 

experience. Additional stipends: education up to $7,711; EMT/Paramedic up to $7,711; 

certifications up to $1,500. Applications, job description and information are available at 

Board of Selectmen Office, Town of Granby, 250 State Street, Granby, MA 01033. 

Phone: (413) 467-7177. Application period open until filled. 

I 

MINORITIES, WOMEN AND OTHERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO APPLY. EOE 









Granby Survey Frequency Responses 

5/17/2004 

Very Not 

important Important Important No Opinion 

nipiove or e>:ptmd'.municipal 

Maintain a low municipal ta 

rate for residents 

Promote job growth & increase 

tax base 48.8% 34.5% 

Improve parks & recreational 

opportunities 23.9% 48.2% 25.4% 

Preserve historic areas, sites & 

Improve the quality & design of 

new development 34.8% 32.0% 

Very Not 

important Important Important No Opinion 

Forests 

aMiO%^id>^?8.9%^ ,;C-4% 

59.1% 29.0% 6.0% 

■■ 

46.8% 37.1% 7.0% 

Mm?.: 

0.7% 

2.5% 

The Town center 37.1% 43.5% 11.9% 

£6.2% 

Residential neighborhoods 26.7% 48.7% 16.3% 
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o.w.has the character of Granpy changed during your residence-in Town? 

for better 

Changed for worse 

Between 5 and 10yrs. 

30.2% 

13.5% 

Close to job 5.4% 
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Proximity to family 11.3% 

ere 59,7%.."":'.' 

n 6 - In which area of Town do you live? 

'11.9% 

21,0% 

14.4% 

South Hadley line 12.3% 

(ing ta.otl fir'people 

Attending/watching public 

meetings 

Cable access (channel 15) 35.2% 

Adequate Good No opinion No good 
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r tax base 

Increased job opportunities 25.1% 

Expansion for local companies 49.1% 

?What is theeffect of^hew^residential d6velopmen|^n 'Granby's Town finance 

finances . WB&$-3% 

Increases costs to Town 51.2% 

No opinion 16.4% 

Small in-town shop 63.0% 

Technology-based industry 24.9% 

ill KJ1(JEd<.cit> 

Tax-exempt development 

(religious, educational) 

Artisan & craftsman 

businesses 

nit stores 

Hprrie£)epqt);y; 

Restaurants 47.2% 
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Heavy industrial 

(manufacturing) 

Trubkincj/railrdad fneg'ht 

Specialized agriculture 

(nuseries, farm stands, organic 

vegtables, etc.) 

"J)ps"and: 

Other 

3A% 

70.5% 

4.1% 

Apartments 10.4% 

IMIKIIlIIMlilillii'*1' ■/■■ -

Other 8.9% 

Rt. 202 & School Street 

Ojypu consider 

t.O.O SO: 

21.6% 

rouble spot"' iiVGrahby? 
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Town center 12.8% 

Carver & Chicopee Streets 8.9% 

Pleasant Street 16.6% 

Chicopee/Carver Streets 11.0% 

Amherst Street 19.1% 

East Street 18.9% 

shops or business services dp;youthink areirnosf {needed in 

SuDermarket 23.9% 

Banquet facility 6.3% 

Fast food restaurant 18.8% 

Legal/AGcounting 8.7% 

South Hadley Survey Frequencies - Tablular Data 08/25/03 



Clothing & shoes 

Other 

11.1% 
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Yes, but only if outside 

financial resources were used 

to acquire and build the park. 35.6% 

No Opionion 7.8% 

le construction Qf bicycle/ 

Yes No No opinion 

Yes No No opinion 
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Yes No 

-Would you support now zoning regulations to protect Granny's ridgolihes and 
t.;:HQly6ke Rangej-fr^ 

[development? .' ' .:.:■■ ;'"■ ■'■'■■['■■■ <\- :~ " : 

Yes No No opinion 

784%■,:-, ■' ,8.2%., . , 11;O% 

r adequacy of the followihg community services and facillities in Granbj 

Needs No 

Very good Good Adequate Improvement Opinion 

Sidewalks 1.8% 6.3% 16.3% 34.0% 30.8% 

Police protection 

HHRHK 
I/Traffic contra] 

Health services 

29.2% 38.6% 22.1% 

; g4%:,.;. 32;,/ 

2.9% 12.9% 22.3% 

4.5% 1.9% 

-17-3% 

19.8% 30.2% 

Bus service 3.8% 10.3% 17.9% 19.6% 40.0% 

ograms 

Recreational facillities 

Town government 3.4% 20.7% 26.8% 35.5% 6.7% 

Handicap accuss 

1 - ' 

,'.<>% . 7.5% t 31.2% ^34:2% ■.,-,;^ '■;.[ j .1,9^% 

;The following lists a variety of housing 
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In favor Oppose No Opinion 

Lead pain removal assistance 

program to meet State 

mandates 43.1% 37.4% 19.5% 
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x< YOU CARE ABOUT OPEN SPACE IN 

Come and check out the Open Space and Recreation 
■'mi ■■■■■ Plan Update. 

See a presentation about Open Space 
Plans and forestry for watershed 
health. 

Help map Granby's unique landscapes. 
biscuss the draft goals and objectives 

of Granby's Open Space Plan. 

Monday, April 4, 7:15 m at East Meadow School 


